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Ch #F. Middleton 


) WAS born February 24, 1834, in 

Washington County, Illinois. 
B My parents were William and Mary 
(Butler) Middleton. My father was born May 
24, 1810, in Saint Clair County, Ill. My parents and 
grandparents on both sides became converted to and 
joined the Mormon Church in the fall of 1834 through 
hearing the preaching of the Gospel by Elders Geo. 
M. Hinkle and Harvey Green, The former was the 
man who betrayed the prophet Joseph Smith and sev- 
eral of his brethren into the hands of the mob at Far 
West, Mo., in the fall of 1838. 

I was baptized when eight years old and confirmed 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith. I have received bless- 
ings under hands of all of the Presidents of the Church 
as well as the Prophet. I heard both the Prophet 
Joseph and his Brother Hyrum preach many times, and 
have sat and listened to Patriarch Hyrum Smith giving 
patriarchal blessings. I now have the originals given 
to my parents and grandparents. 
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The wonderful story of the pioneers will 
never be more fully, more graphically, more 
interesting told than in the reminiscences 
which I have heard from the lips of my grand- 
father, Chas. F, Middleton. During many ab- 
sorbing hours I have been thrilled, amazed 
and deeply touched by the varying incidents 
which make up his early life. While he has 
given us here but a small part of those ex- 
periences, I am sure that modesty has pre- 
vented his giving the story in full and, while 
he is still with us, I hope that a plan will be 
devised to give in permanent form the story 
which will be priceless to coming generations 
who will be proud to call him ‘‘father.’’ 

CHARLES ANGUS WRIGHT. 





Sounenir 
Orrasion of his 
Eightieth 
Anniversary 
1914 











The Middletons and Butler families had settled 
near Far West and were expelled in’ the winter of 
1838 and 1849; went back to Washington County, II- 
linois, and later moved up to Nauvoo, III., in the spring 
of 1840, where they followed farming till the spring 
of 1846, when they were again driven out west and 
remained at, or near, Council Bluffs until the spring of 
1850, when they crossed the plains and arrived at Salt 
Lake September 22, 1850, 

Charles Butler, my maternal grandfather, died at 
Ogden in June, 1851, and was the first person buried in 
the Ogden cemetery. I worked with my father at 
farming, herding stock, etc., until October 2, 1854, 
when I married Martha C. Browning, and “settled 
down” on the 4th of March, 1865. I married Melinda 
V. Browning and the two wives have borne to me 19 
children, 12 of them being still alive. I also have 41 
grandchildren and 25 great-grandchildren living. I 
have performed two missions; one among the Indians 
at Fort Limhi on Salmon River and one in the United 
States, during which I presided over the Illinois con- 
ference; I have labored in many callings in the priest- 
hood, and have been in the Weber Stake Presidency 
for 37 years next spring. 

As Justice of the Peace and a minister of the gos- 
pel I have solemnized 608 marriages. Some of whom 
were the sons and daughters of those I had married 
long before. In my ministry I have blessed children 
who, in after years, have had me bless their children. 

I held several offices in the state malitia—from a 
4th corporal to that of captain, In 1867 I commenced 
my official career as constable, then as justice of the 
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peace; having been, prior to this, the first policeman 
assigned to regular duty in Ogden City. I was at one 
time a member of the county selectmen for Weber 
County, was a member of the Ogden City Council for 
for several terms. I am now a member of the Board 
of Education for the Weber Academy and have been 
ever since the board was organized, a member of the 
school board for the second Ogden district, and am 
now a member of the board of appraisers for Weber 
County under the State Inheritance Tax law. I have 
probably attended and spoken at more funerals in 
Weber County than any other man, except the under- 
takers, having attended as many as 86 in a year, an 
average of about 50 per year for 20 years. I have been 
connected with several important business concerns; 
was a director of the Davis and Weber County Canal 
Company during the construction of the Morgan 
county reservoir. I helped to construct the Weber 
canal and also the Ogden Bench canal, I also helped 
construct the Ogden Canyon Road. My two families 
now. live on a city lot that I took up when 17 years of 
age and still own the little farm I took up when 18 
years old, | have never signed a mortgage. 

During the hard winter of 1855-56 1 camped with 
my starving cattle on Weber river, seven miles west of 
Ogden, and by feeding them bark and small twigs of 
trees and tender limbs of willows and by cooking the 
meat of dead cattle and feeding them I saved a yoke of 
oxen, two cows and one calf; in doing this | walked to 
and from my camp two or three times a week, wading 
the Weber river at lower 24th street when the mush 
ice was running down the open channel in the center 
of the stream. 


Soon after arriving Ogden I helped my father 
build a log house in Brown’s Fort and also helped to 
build the first meeting and school house (combined) 
built in Weber County. I was sent by my father down 
to Centerville in Davis County to work for vegetables 
for the family, and while there a heavy snow fell and I 
hired out to a man to go up into East Canyon and help 
get logs to the sawmill. While there I worked in snow 


from two to four feet deep, and afterwards helped the 
same man get dry pine trees down the mountains east 
of Centerville. While at this job we would eat break- 
fast by candle light and start up the mountain soon 
after daylight and get back home after dark and then 
do the chores before supper l did this for one bushel 
of potatoes per day, with board and lodging. 


I helped to build the Ogden Tabernacle and have 
contributed to the building of every meeting house 
built in the Weber Stake, including those built in it 
before and since the division into three stakes. 

I steered by the tongue the first wagon into Og- 
den Valley and of the 12 or 15 men who were in that 
company there is but one, besides myself, living. I 
now cultivate a garden of about an acre by working 
about 3 hours before breakfast. From this garden I sold 
over $100.00 worth of sweet corn last year, besides that 
which the two families used—140 dozen which were 
given away and seed corn saved for next year. 


Since January 1, 1855, I have kept a daily record of 
my outgoing and incomings, from which this brief 
record is taken, and I can give an accurate record of 
my life for every day since that date, 
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